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Pttntllel' Spol'ts News
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL 61920

Aug. 31, 1982
LS-AS-FB STATEFB OPPONENTS

DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's Panthers couldn't have picked a
more natural opening opponent to enliven football interest in the '82 season as they
host Illinois State Saturday (Sept. 4).
Game time is 1:30 p.m. at O'Brien Stadium.
The Panthers will not only be attempting to start the season on a positive note
they will be seeking some measure of revenge.

Last year the Redbirds demolished EIU

25-3.
Eastern went on to post a fourth straight winning season at 6-5, and now go for
an unprecedented fifth straight above .500 year.

The Redbirds are coming off a 3-7

season under Coach Bob Otolski, who enters his second season.
However both teams figure to be improved this fall as these two state universities
meet for the 72nd time.

ISU holds a 37-26-8 edge although EIU has won three of the

last four games.
"Obviously we want to play better than we did last year," said Coach Darrell Mudra,
"and I'm optimistic we will.

Playing at home should be of some advantage plus we're on

grass, rather than the turf at their place, and that should cause them some ad1ustment
as it did us last year.
"Other than that it's probably a toss-up.

We had good double sessions and have

worked extremely hard at being a more disciplined team • • • getting back to things that
won for us in '78 and '80."
The Panthers' offensive starters are set except at receiver where four people will
alternate.

Defensively Keith Wojnowski (St. Anne-Kankakee

stay at left end.

Bishop McNamara) is the main-

Bill Mines (Washington, DC-Woodson) at linebacker, Robert Williams

(Chicago-Dunbar) at strong safety and Elvin Carmichael (Harvey-Thornton) at end are the
only other returning full-time starters.
-more-

EIU FOOTBALL
ADD 1
Quarterback Jeff Christensen (Gibson City), third in the nation in total offense
last season, will direct his passes to Roger Holeman (Alton), Jim Schmidt (DeKalb),
Pat Blair (Chicago-Vocational) and Jerry Wright (Chicago-Collins).

These four

fi~ure

to alternate unless two emerge as sure starters.
Dirk Androff (Decatur-Eisenhower) is the No. 1 tight end although he suffered a
shoulder injury that sidelined part of the fall camp.
Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood), coming back strong from debilitating

in~uries

last

fall and spring, will have some pressure removed as JC transfer Wes Nixon (Lorain, OHIllinois Valley CC) is expected to lend more assistance in the rushing attack.
The offensive line is led by Brad Mars (Marshall), Alvin McMurrav (Chicago-Dunbar),
George Tuzil (Schaumburg), Kent Lawrence (Coal Vallev-MOline) and Bob Norris

(~ittsfield).

They average 6-3, 260, one of the largest lines in the nation.
Illinois State is led offensively by wide receiver Clarence Collins who led the
Missouri Valley Conference in yards per catch last fall with 31 for 574.
Defensive end Jeff Maddux is the most experienced player on that side of the ball.
-30-

